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'Beyond any question, the conspiracy can be 


- Robert Groden, optics expert, and author of two conspiracy books 

Conspiracy theories refuse 

By Mark Potok 
USA TODAY 


DALLAS — For 30 of her 40 
years, Rosemary Roach has 
lived trapped inside a few 
grainy frames of film, a little 
girl in a red, checked dress 
perpetually running across 
Dealey Plaza. 

“I will never forget it as long 
as I live," Roach says of the 
day three decades ago when 
she watched the assassination 
of John F. Kennedy, and was 
captured running alongside the 
motorcade in a famous home 
movie of the tragedy. “It was 
the most frightening experi- 
ence I ever had/’ 

But Roach says she saw 
more than just the shot that 
killed Kennedy as his limou- 
sine passed the old Texas 
School Book Depository. She 
says she saw the gunsmoke of a 
second gunman — evidence of 
a conspiracy. 

Thirty years after the assas- 
sination — and hundreds of 
books, movies and documenta- 
ries on the subject — conspira- 
cy theories abound, undiluted 
even by a spate of new ana- 
lyses that agree with the War- 
ren Commission that Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, acting alone, 
killed the president. 

Even in the week before 
Monday’s anniversary, new 
theories were emerging. Fu- 
eled by the recent release of 
thousands of previously classi- 
fied documents, there is a huge 
grab bag of proposed solutions 
to the mystery. 

Conspiracy theorists — 
more than 600 of whom are 
meeting in Dallas for the third 
consecutive year this weekend 
— blame the CIA. the FBI, Lyn- 
don Johnson, the military-in- 
dustrial complex, the right, the 
left, and the Mob. 

Panel discussions led by ce- 
lebrities like Norman Mailer 
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and Gerald Posner range from 
the “Intelligence Community & 
Defectors” and “Oswald in 
Mexico City” to “Cuban Con- 
nections and Organized Crime” 
and “Eyewitnesses,” 

Anti-Castro Cuban exiles, 
corrupt police and reporters, 
altered autopsies, photos and 
weapons, disguised tramps and 
any number of bizarre twists 
will be offered by the legions of 
independent researchers. 

“You’ve got a lot of very 
lonely people out there with 
nothing else to do but promote 
these crazy theories,” says Jim 
Moore, author of Conspiracy 
of One. “It’s like the (conspira- 
cy) flavor of the month.” 

Still, a new USA TO- 
DAY/CNN/Gallup Poll shows 
75% of Americans today be- 
lieve in a conspiracy. 

“Beyond any question, the 
conspiracy can be proved," 
says Robert Groden, an optics 
expert who has written two 
books on the subject “The evi- 
dence proves beyond any ques- 
tion that the timing of the shots 
is too rapid to (have all) come 
from the Oswald weapon.” 

Mark Lane, who wrote one 
of the first books alleging a con- 
spiracy, is critical of the meet- 
ing in Dallas, saying intramu- 
ral disputes between theorists 
are not the way to finally solve 
the assassination. 

“What is required now is not 


proved’ 


to die 


conferences to determine how 
many angels can dance on the 
head of a pin,” he says. “What’s 
required is to get all the avail- 
able evidence, assemble it, and 
submit it to a grand jury.” 

For her part. Roach is sure 
there was a conspiracy. 

She says she heard four 
shots — not three, as was con- 
cluded by the Warren Commis- 
sion. She believes she saw a 



